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that a competitive examination coming at the end of
a long course of special training is an evil, was almost
universal,1 and the opinion was very, prevalent that
too large a proportion of the young men who suc-
ceeded in winning appointment were bookworms,
lacking in the elasticity of mind, the breadth of
view, and the knowledge of the world, required for
ruling large bodies of natives.2 Dr. Spanjaard him-
self, the Director of the School at Delft, has taken
occasion to say publicly that the Grand Examination
alone does not furnish a sufficient test of character,
and that the English system is better in this respect.3
It is, in fact, commonly believed that passing the
examination has become altogether too much an effort
of committing to memory a large mass of unnecessary
details, and that the lengthening of the course to three
years has intensified the tendency. From reading
the description of the courses in the Almanac of the
Society of Students (Indologisch Studentencorps\ one
certainly gets the impression that they go very elabo-
rately into the details of the subjects treated.
In regard to the plan proposed, the Commission is
thought by many people to have gone from one ex-
treme to the other; and there has been a chorus of
objection to reducing the course of special prepara-
tion to a single year. A fear has also been ex-
1 Cf. Vragen des Tijds, August, 1899; Algemeen Handelsblad July
22,  1899; Arnhemsche  Courant, July 31, 1899.
2  Cf. two letters by former members of the service to the Algemeen
Handehblad, July 22 and 27, 1899.
8 Compte Rendu, op, cit,t pp. 407-408.